Research Paper Problems to Avoid like the Plague!

Yes, these are real problems I have seen in papers over the years.
1. Referring to any author by his/her first name only.  You do not know these people; they are not your friends.  Example:  In The Grapes of Wrath, John continued his use of the theme of poverty. (“John Steinbeck,” or just “Steinbeck” if you have given his full name previously, is proper.  Don’t try and tell me he is your friend.  He died in 1968.  If he’s your friend, you have problems I can’t fix!)
2. Using second person unless it is contained in a quotation. Run “Find” and search for “you”.  You may, however, use first person sparingly in this paper.  In most cases, however, it simply weakens your point.
3. Using contractions.

4. Using e-speak (“b/c” for “because”, “2” for “to”, “two”, or “too”, etc.).

5. Not titling your paper.  Please use something original.  “My Research Project” is not original.
6. Not documenting material that is not yours (quotes, paraphrasing, summarizing).

7. Not putting quoted material in quotation marks (do not think I will not notice!).

8. Using sentences like “This paper will show. . . “, “In this paper, I will prove . . .”, or “As I have shown . . .” Do not tell me what you are going to do; do it (Think Nike:  “Just do it!”).  
9. Not balancing sources and quotation/paraphrase/summary.

10. Exceeding 8 pages or coming in under 5. 
11. PLAGIARIZING.

12. Not typing and double-spacing your paper.  The default is not double-spaced.  Don’t “double-double.”  Look at the example below.  You do not need to leave extra space between paragraphs.  The indentation will tell me it is a new paragraph.  Don’t waste trees leaving enormous gaps between paragraphs.  Times New Roman 12pt. font (I will accept Arial 11pt. also), 1 inch margins all around.  Header consisting of your last name and the page number on all pages, including Works Cited.
Example (bad): 

This is the last line of the paragraph that began above.


Here is my next paragraph……………..

You just killed a rainforest!

13. Not revising your paper.

14. Rambling.  Focus your paper.  If it doesn’t have to do with your thesis, it does not belong!

15. Not having someone else (preferably two people) proofread your paper, using Peer Review sheet.

16. Not proofreading your final copy yourself.  And print out the copy instead of trying to proof on the screen.
17. Waiting until the last minute.

18. Not allowing enough time to correct problems with computers, printers, etc.  If paper has not been printed before class starts, forget it!  Do not ask to use my printer or to go to the library.
19. Turning your paper in late!  I will deduct one letter grade per day it is late (I consider anytime after I have called for it in class one day late).  
20. Not submitting to Turn It In. Don’t wait too late or you’ll be locked out.
21. Having questions and not asking.

22. Using numbers for numbers under 100 (except for addresses and dates).  Spell out.
23. Spelling errors.

24. Capitalization errors.

25. Not putting books in italics and titles of articles in quotation marks.

26. Having no parenthetical citations in your paper.

27. Making things up.  Do you know my areas of expertise?  Best method:  don’t try it.

28. No headers or page numbers.

29. Numbering your essay sections like your outline.  Why would you do this?

30. Loosely threading together expert opinion with no original thought.  Or, all original thought with no expert opinion.

31. Leaving it at home.  I don’t care—it’s still late!  You may turn it in the next day, but the best it will receive is a “B”.

32. Putting period before parenthetical citation.  It goes after.

33. Not typing.

34. Not using white bond paper (I will not accept cardstock or colored paper).

35. Ink color different from black.
36. Title pages

37. Stuff on your Works Cited page that you didn’t cite from.


Times New Roman 12 pt. font.


No bold, larger, or “cutesy” fonts.


Any deviations will be burned!








